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RESULTS



May 25, 1997 Two Mile Open Water 
National Championship History

Lake Thoreau, Reston, VA

The water temperature of the race was 68 degrees which was within the advertised 
temperature of 68-72 degrees.  The weather was cool and it was raining.  Due to the 
colder temperature there was not a higher percentage of wetsuit wearers.

The race was moved on Thursday, May 22, from Lake Audubon to Lake Thoreau, about 
two miles away, due to a serious fish kill in Lake Audubon. Although some biologists 
thought that it would not be a problem, the site was moved since besides fish, muskrats 
and raccoons were killed too.

A ¼ mile course had to be put in because a ½ mile course wouldn’t fit in the lake. It was 
still different from the 2-mile cable race in Charlottesville because there was a dog-leg 
in the middle of the course. The on-land logistics at Lake Thoreau weren’t quite as good 
as Lake Audubon, since there was less room and the entry into the lake was a little steep.

There was one problem with the scoring during the second heat. Right at the end of the 
heat it started to rain really hard, and the computer operator who was taking times as 
swimmers crossed the finish line shut off the computer.  All the times of the second heat 
were lost, but there was a chronomix as a backup and the lost times were typed in. Total 
delay was 20-30 minutes


















